The Parable of the Mustard Seed: Mark 4.30-32; Matthew 13.31f.; Luke 13.18f.
For this exercise, we are going to proceed with the assumption that both Matthew and Luke had a copy of Mark available to them.
Our main focus is to think how the vocabulary and grammatical constructions of each account serve to draw attention to or emphasize certain aspects of the parable.

Matthew 13.31f.

Mark 4.30-32

Luke 13.18f.
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e  Which account is the ‘wordiest’?

Which is most grammatically difficult?
Which one works best if read out loud?

verbal moods?

Which is the most concise?
Which is most grammatically complex?

Which one works best if read just to one’s self?
Compare lines 1-2 of each version in terms of how they depict Jesus introducing the parable. What do you notice about sentence construction and

Line 4: How is the planting of the mustard seed understood to occur?
e Line 5: Where is the seed planted?
Lines 5-6: Note how the awkwardness of the repetition of €t tfjg yfig in Mark is handled by Matthew and Luke.

Lines 6,9: Obviously Luke is missing these details, but what difference does it make in the overall depiction or focus of the parable?

Lines 7-8: Note how the awkwardness of the repetition of 0¢ 6Tav otapi) in Mark is handled by Matthew and Luke.
Line 10: What is significant about the differences between Mt and Luke?

Lines 11,13: What does Mark say about the branches that is not mentioned in Mt and Lk?
How does this contribute to Mark’s overall depiction?

Which version of the parable do you like best?

Why?




