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Hidden Treasure
Matthew 13.44

Ὁμοία ἐστὶν
ἡ βασιλεία τῶν
οὐρανῶν θησαυρῷ
κεκρυμμένῳ
ἐν τῷ ἀγρῷ, 
ὃν εὑρὼν ἄνθρωπος
ἔκρυψεν, καὶ
ἀπὸ τῆς χαρᾶς αὐτοῦ
ὑπάγει καὶ πωλεῖ
πάντα ὅσα ἔχει
καὶ ἀγοράζει
τὸν ἀγρὸν ἐκεῖνον.

The kingdom of 
heaven is like 
a treasure, 
hidden 
in a field, 
that a person found 
and hid. Then 
because of joy 
he went and sold 
all that he had 
and bought 
that field.
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The kingdom of 
heaven is like 
a treasure, 
hidden 
in a field, 
that a person found 
and hid. Then 
because of joy 
he went and sold 
all that he had 
and bought 
that field.

6:19-21 … For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 

13:52 And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been 
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old."
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ὃν εὑρὼν ἄνθρωπος
ἔκρυψεν, καὶ
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καὶ ἀγοράζει
τὸν ἀγρὸν ἐκεῖνον.

The kingdom of 
heaven is like 
a treasure, 
hidden
in a field, 
that a person found 
and hid. Then 
because of joy 
he went and sold 
all that he had 
and bought 
that field.

11:25 At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants;

13:35 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: "I will open 
my mouth to speak in parables; I will proclaim what has been hidden from the 
foundation of the world."
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The kingdom of 
heaven is like 
a treasure, 
hidden 
in a field, 
that a person found 
and hid. Then 
because of joy
he went and sold 
all that he had 
and bought 
that field.28:8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great 

joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
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The kingdom of 
heaven is like 
a treasure, 
hidden 
in a field, 
that a person found 
and hid. Then 
because of joy 
he went and sold
all that he had 
and bought 
that field.19:21 Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 

possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."

Hidden Treasure
Matthew 13.44

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. Then 
because of joy he went and sold all that he had and 
bought that field.

Gospel of Thomas 109 (http://www.gospelthomas.com/gospelthomas109.html)

Jesus said: The kingdom is like a man who had in his 
field a [hidden] treasure, of which he knew nothing. And 
[after] he died he left it to his [son. The] son also did not 
know; he took the field and sold it. The man who 
bought it came (and) as he was ploughing [found] the 
treasure. He began to lend money at interest to 
whomever he wished. 
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The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. Then 
because of joy he went and sold all that he had and 
bought that field.

Aesop’s Fable 42 ( cited at http://www.gospelthomas.com/gospelthomas109.html)

A farmer who was about to die and who wished to 
familiarize his sons with farming summoned them and 
said, 'Sons, in one of my vineyards a treasure is 
hidden.' After his death they took plows and mattocks 
and dug up all of their farmed land. They did not find 
the treasure, but the vineyard repaid them with a 
harvest many times greater. 

Hidden Treasure
Matthew 13.44

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. Then 
because of joy he went and sold all that he had and 
bought that field.

Midr. Cant. 4.12 ( cited at http://www.gospelthomas.com/gospelthomas109.html)

It (i.e. the “locked garden” of Cant. 4.12) is like a man 
who inherited a place full of rubbish. The inheritor was 
lazy and sold it for a ridiculously small sum. The 
purchaser dug therein industriously and found in it a 
treasure. He built therewith a great palace and passed 
through the bazaar with a train of slaves whom he had 
bought with the treasure. When the seller saw it he 
could have choked himself (with vexation)." 

Hidden Treasure
Matthew 13.44

Questions? Comments? Reactions?Questions? Comments? Reactions?

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. 
Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had 
and bought that field.

Is this legal?
Is the primary focus on the person? the 

treasure? the finding? the acquiring?
Is it important whether the treasure is found by 

intent or by accident?
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Questions? Comments? Reactions?Questions? Comments? Reactions?

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. 
Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had 
and bought that field.

Does it make a difference what the person does 
with the treasure after they own it?

By “all,” does it mean that the person would 
even sell his own ‘soul’?

How does this parable sound to someone with 
no money at all?
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Where is the contact between the parable and Where is the contact between the parable and 
the Dominion of God / Jesus?the Dominion of God / Jesus?

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. 
Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had 
and bought that field.

Jesus/God’s Word ‘is’ the treasure
>>> We are …

>>> Whose initiative?
How is the dominion of God acquired?

19:21 Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."

28:8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great 
joy, and ran to tell his disciples.

The Cost of DiscipleshipThe Cost of Discipleship

Hidden Treasure
Matthew 13.44

Where is the contact between the parable and Where is the contact between the parable and 
the Dominion of God / Jesus?the Dominion of God / Jesus?

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. 
Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had 
and bought that field.

God’s Word ‘is’ the treasure
>>> God (Jesus) is like the person…

>>> Whose initiative?
How is the dominion of God acquired?

A Costly RevelationA Costly Revelation

11:25 At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants;
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Where is the contact between the parable and Where is the contact between the parable and 
the Dominion of God / Jesus?the Dominion of God / Jesus?

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, 
hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. 
Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had 
and bought that field.

We ‘are’ the treasure
>>> God is like the person…

>>> Whose initiative?
How is the dominion of God acquired?
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Redemption: PricelessRedemption: Priceless

1 Corinthians 6:20 For you were bought with a price;

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us

Galatians 4:4-5  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.

ἀγοράζἀγοράζωω

Net of Fish
Matthew 13.48-50

Πάλιν ὁμοία ἐστὶν ἡ
βασιλεία τῶν οὐρανῶν
σαγήνῃ βληθείσῃ εἰς τὴν
θάλασσαν καὶ ἐκ παντὸς
γένους συναγαγούσῃ·
ἣν ὅτε ἐπληρώθη
ἀναβιβάσαντες ἐπὶ τὸν
αἰγιαλὸν καὶ καθίσαντες
συνέλεξαν τὰ καλὰ εἰς
ἄγγη, τὰ δὲ σαπρὰ ἔξω
ἔβαλον.

Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a net 
that was cast into the 
sea that caught all 
kinds of fish.
When it was full, they 
pulled it ashore, sat 
down, and put the 
good fish into 
containers and threw 
the bad away.

Net of Fish
Matthew 13.48-50

οὕτως ἔσται ἐν τῇ
συντελείᾳ τοῦ αἰῶνος·
ἐξελεύσονται οἱ ἄγγελοι
καὶ ἀφοριοῦσιν τοὺς
πονηροὺς ἐκ μέσου τῶν
δικαίων
καὶ βαλοῦσιν αὐτοὺς εἰς
τὴν κάμινον τοῦ πυρός·
ἐκεῖ ἔσται ὁ κλαυθμὸς καὶ
ὁ βρυγμὸς τῶν ὀδόντων.

It will be this way at 
the end of the age. 
Angels will come and 
separate the evil from 
the righteous and 
throw them into the 
fiery furnace, where 
there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.
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