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The Parable of the Pearl of Great PriceThe Parable of the Pearl of Great Price

Pa/lin o(moi¿a e)stiìn h( basilei¿a tw½n ou)ranw½n 
a)nqrw¯p% e)mpo/r% zhtou=nti kalou\j

margari¿taj: eu(rwÜn de\ eÀna polu/timon
margari¿thn a)pelqwÜn pe/praken pa/nta oÀsa

eiåxen kaiì h)go/rasen au)to/n.
NRSV – "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

NET – “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
searching for fine pearls. When he found a pearl of great 
value, he went out and sold everything he had and bought 
it. 

Comparison: Treasure & PearlComparison: Treasure & Pearl

The kingdom of heaven The kingdom of heaven 
is like treasure hidden is like treasure hidden 
in a field, which in a field, which 
someone found and someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he hid; then in his joy he 
goes and  sells all goes and  sells all 
that he has and buys that he has and buys 
that field. ~ Matthew that field. ~ Matthew 
13:44 (NRSV)13:44 (NRSV)

Again, the kingdom of Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a heaven is like a 
merchant in search of merchant in search of 
fine pearls; on finding fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great one pearl of great 
value, he went and value, he went and 
sold all  that he had sold all  that he had 
and bought it. ~ and bought it. ~ 
Matthew 13:45Matthew 13:45--46 46 
(NRSV)(NRSV)

For those who need the GreekFor those who need the Greek
¸¸OmoiOmoi¿¿aa e)stie)stiììnn h( h( basileibasilei¿¿aa
twtw½½n ou)ranwn ou)ranw½½n n 
qhsaur%qhsaur%½½ kekrumme/nkekrumme/n% % 
e)ne)n t%t%½½ a)gr%a)gr%½½, , ooÁÁnn
eu(rweu(rwÜÜnn aÃnqrwpojaÃnqrwpoj
eÃkruyeneÃkruyen, , kaikaiìì a)poa)po\\ thth=j =j 
xaraxara=j =j au)touau)tou= = u(pa/geiu(pa/gei
kaikaiìì pwleipwleiÍÍ pa/pa/ntanta ooÀÀsasa
eÃxeieÃxei kaikaiìì a)gora/zeia)gora/zei toto\\n n 
a)groa)gro\\nn e)keie)keiÍÍnonnon. ~ . ~ v.44v.44

Pa/Pa/linlin o(moio(moi¿¿aa e)stie)stiììnn h( h( 
basileibasilei¿¿aa twtw½½n n 
ou)ranwou)ranw½½n n a)nqrwa)nqrw¯¯pp% % 
e)mpo/re)mpo/r% % zhtouzhtou==ntinti
kaloukalou\\jj margarimargari¿¿tajtaj: : 
eu(rweu(rwÜÜnn dede\\ eeÀÀnana
polu/timonpolu/timon
margarimargari¿¿thnthn a)pelqwa)pelqwÜÜnn
pe/prakenpe/praken pa/pa/ntanta ooÀÀsasa
eieiååxenxen kaikaiìì h)go/rasenh)go/rasen
au)to/nau)to/n. ~ . ~ v.45v.45--4646

So what is this parable sayingSo what is this parable saying……
How might the disciples have reacted to How might the disciples have reacted to 
this parable?this parable?
What is the kingdom in this parable? Who What is the kingdom in this parable? Who 
is the merchant? What is the pearl?is the merchant? What is the pearl?
Yesterday we talked about the Yesterday we talked about the ““costcost”” of of 
discipleship.  Does the parable of the pearl discipleship.  Does the parable of the pearl 
(and the treasure) deal with the cost of (and the treasure) deal with the cost of 
discipleship?  Does it parallel Luke 14.28discipleship?  Does it parallel Luke 14.28--
30, 3130, 31--33?33?

““Whatever or whoever the pearls and the merchant are, Whatever or whoever the pearls and the merchant are, 
the point of these last two parables is the value of being the point of these last two parables is the value of being 
the part of the kingdom.the part of the kingdom.”” Do you agree/disagree?  Do you agree/disagree?  

So what is this parable sayingSo what is this parable saying……
Part TwoPart Two

Capon understands both parables to be about the Capon understands both parables to be about the 
church.church. He states (this is a paraphrase) that followers of He states (this is a paraphrase) that followers of 
Christ should not Christ should not ““scarescare”” people out of buying their own people out of buying their own 
pearlspearls, , but that they seek out the most valuable pearl for but that they seek out the most valuable pearl for 
themselves.  Eventually, and hopefully, they will find that themselves.  Eventually, and hopefully, they will find that 
perfect pearl.  What do you think of this?  By seeking, perfect pearl.  What do you think of this?  By seeking, 
are we are we ““doing?doing?”” Is it about GodIs it about God’’s actions or our actions?  s actions or our actions?  
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When we are “hit” by the news 
of God’s kingdom (when we 
find that perfect pearl) should 
we act quickly upon it?  

Or is God already acting 
quickly for us?

Gospel of ThomasGospel of Thomas

Jesus says: "The Kingdom of the Father is Jesus says: "The Kingdom of the Father is 
like a man, a merchant, who has a burden like a man, a merchant, who has a burden 
and found a pearl. This merchant is a wise and found a pearl. This merchant is a wise 
man: he sold the bundle and bought the man: he sold the bundle and bought the 
pearl alone. You also seek his treasure pearl alone. You also seek his treasure 
which does not perish, which lasts, into which does not perish, which lasts, into 
which the moth does not enter to consume which the moth does not enter to consume 
and <where> the worm does not destroy."and <where> the worm does not destroy."

AesopAesop’’s Fables, Part 1s Fables, Part 1
The Cock and the PearlThe Cock and the Pearl
A cock was once strutting up and down the A cock was once strutting up and down the 

farmyard among the hens when suddenly he farmyard among the hens when suddenly he 
espied something shinning amid the straw. "Ho! espied something shinning amid the straw. "Ho! 
ho!" ho!" quothquoth he, "that's for me," and soon rooted it he, "that's for me," and soon rooted it 
out from beneath the straw. What did it turn out out from beneath the straw. What did it turn out 
to be but a Pearl that by some chance had been to be but a Pearl that by some chance had been 
lost in the yard? "You may be a treasure," lost in the yard? "You may be a treasure," quothquoth
Master Cock, "to men that prize you, but for me I Master Cock, "to men that prize you, but for me I 
would rather have a single barleywould rather have a single barley--corn than a corn than a 
peck of pearls." peck of pearls." 

Precious things are for those that can prize them.Precious things are for those that can prize them.

The Pearl of Great Price
– published 1864 by Sir 
John Everett Millais, Bt

Can you find the pearl?

Pearl of Great Value 
– Ian Pollack 

Any Interpretations?

(Because it confuses 
me!)

Is the universe God’s 
kingdom?

Is the universe the pearl?

What is “creation?”
The earth, or the 
whole universe?  


