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Things that make us go HMMM....
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Before the wedding,

the couple is engaged for a year during which
the bride and groom do not see each

the groom is off preparing a place for his bride and

himself to live. Typically,

time,
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Oh, Dear, What Can the Oil Be?

chose to give precedence to the oil they were

the foolish
missing rather than just going to the wedding as they were.

1 would like to suggest that the problem is not that the maidens didn’t bring
enough oil and weren't prepared but rather, when the call came to go with the

Not too much should be made of details of

-13
this parable. It tells a simple story drawn from the village life of Galilee. The

wise and foolish virgins waiting for the return of the bridegroom presents the

Rev. John Shearman (jlss@sympatico.ca) of the United Church of
challenge that everyone must be prepared for the return of Christ.

Canada.MATTHEW 25:1




An Alternate Ending:

The maidens were all sleeping when the call rang out: “Behold, the
bridegroom is coming!” The maidens arose and began to tend to
their lamps. When the foolish maidens realized that they their
lamps were going out, they became worried and asked to
borrow some oil from the wise maidens. The wise maiden said,
“No, if we give you our oil, we might not have enough for our
lamps. Besides, the bridegroom doesn't care if we all have lamps.
He and his bride just want us all to be at the feast! Don’t worry
about the oil, just come to party!”

And 5o, all ten maidens went to the wedding and the feast was
perfect!




