Hidden Treasure

and the Pearl

Matthew 13:44

And Matthew 13:45-46

The Text Matthew 13:44

Oupoia gotiv | Buoireio T@V obpaveV
OMNoaLP® KEKPLUUEV® EV T® AYPY, OV
ELPQV AVOPWTOG EKPLYEV, KOL OO TNG
Yupag abTOy HIAYEL KOl TwAEL TAvTa
000, £XEL KOl Oyopdlel TOV aypov
EKETVOV.

The Kingdom of heaven is the same nature as
treasure box having been hidden in the field, a
person, after he had found it, hid it, and on
account of his joy he goes off and sells
everything he has and buys that field.

And the other text Matthew 13:45-46

ITaAv_opola gotiv 7 Buciielo tdv
obpavadV avipor® EUTOP® (NTOLVTL
KOAOUG popyapitag: ebpv OE Eva
TOADTILOV popyapltny,_aneidov
TEMPAKEV TAVTO OGO ELXEV KAl HYOpPUCEV
abTov.

Again the kingdom of heaven is the same nature
as a person, a merchant, searching for beautiful
pearls. And after he had found one pearl of
great price, he had departed and has sold
everything he once had and bought it.

Text Critical

ITaxv opoia &otiv 1 Pacireia tdV
obpavAOV ONCALVPD KEKPULLUEVE® EV
TQ 0ypd, OV ebpV AvOPOTOGC
gxpoyev, Kai ano g yapag abtod
bmayel kal moiel mdvta 6o Exel
Kol dyopdlel tov aypov gkelvov.

Text Critical

13:44 “Again the kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field. 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls; 13:46 on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had
and bought it. 13:47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish
of every kind; 13:48 when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad.

Text Critical

13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in
a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 13:45
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; 13:46 on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it. 13:47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; 13:48 when it was full, they drew it ashore,
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out
the bad.

“Again” is not considered reliable




Are these twins?

= Both use
= Opoio &otiv 1 Paoirela TV obpavdv
= The Kingdom of heaven is the same nature as
= Both have

= A person who sells everything to gain
something

Are these twins?

= They have different images

= The Kingdom of Heaven is the same nature as
treasure box

= Again the Kingdom of Heaven is the same
nature as a person, a merchant

= The Treasure is hidden and stumbled
upon
= The Pearl is the object of a search

Are these twins?

= Finding the treasure the person hides it
again

= Finding the pearl the person simply goes
out sells their possessions

Are these twins?

= Why tell two things in a row that mean exactly
the same thing?

= The third in the series surely communicates
something different

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; 13:48 when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad.

They are not twins

= Perhaps cousins
= Let's focus on the treasure

Context

= Matthew Chapter 13

= 8 parables
= Sower (with explanation)
= Weeds in Wheat (with explanation)
= Mustard Seed
= Yeast
= Treasure
= Pearl
= Net
= Master's treasure




Parallels

= None in the synoptic Gospels

= Gospel of Thomas
= 109. Jesus said, "The (Father's) kingdom is like a

person who had a treasure hidden in his field but did
not know it. And [when] he died he left it to his
[son]. The son [did] not know about it either. He took
over the field and sold it. The buyer went plowing,
[discovered] the treasure, and began to lend money
at interest to whomever he wished."

= Not particularly helpful

The Text Matthew 13:44

= KEKPLUWEVE® (Hidden)
» Perfect Passive Participle
= So who hid it?
= Where else is this term used?

= 13:34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in
parables; without a Parable he told them nothing.
13:35 This was to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet: "I will open my mouth to speak
in parables; | will proclaim what has been hidden
from the foundation of the world."

= Also a Perfect Passive Participle

The Text Matthew 13:44

= Jesus may be referring to Psalm 78:2-4

= 78:2 | will open my mouth in a parable; I will
utter dark sayings from of old, 78:3 things
that we have heard and known, that our
ancestors have told us. 78:4 We will not hide
them from their children; we will tell to the
coming generation the glorious deeds of the
LORD, and his might, and the wonders that
he has done.

The Text Matthew 13:44

= % apag (Joy)
= Where else?

= 13:20 As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy;

= Joy in receiving God’s word

A Possibility

= God’s word has been hidden from people
and the kingdom is like finding God'’s
hidden word. It is a call give up
everything to have the treasure of God’s
word.

The Text Matthew 13:44

= BV TQ Oyp®, (in the field)
= Why not a field?
s Where else is field used?
= 13:24 He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in
his field;
= 13:31 He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in
his field;
= Meaning?
= 13:37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; 13:38 the field is the world,




A Possibility

= God’s word has been hidden from people
and the kingdom is like finding God'’s
hidden word. It is a call give up
everything to have the treasure of God’s
word. And God has hidden his treasure in
the world.

Who is the Person?

= The disciples (including us)
= Jesus is addressing the disciples
= The disciples should value this treasure above
all things
= Jesus advice

= 19:21 Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be
perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me."

A Possibility
A Bargain at Any Price

God’s word has been hidden from people
and the kingdom is like finding God'’s
hidden word. It is a call for the disciples
to give up everything to have the treasure
of God'’s word, participation in the
kingdom. And God has hidden his treasure
in the world.

= This is the most popular possibility.

Who is the Person?

= Willing to give up everything
= Willing to buy a field with everything they have

= Willing to redeem the field for everything they
have

= Willing to redeem the world with everything they
have

= Willing to redeem the world with their very life
= Sounds like Jesus

A Possibility
Revealed in Redemption

= God’s word has been hidden and Jesus
knows God's word. Jesus is the living
word. Jesus hides God word again in
parables. Jesus is the one willing to give
up everything including his life to redeem
the world and to reveal God’s word.

Question

= Why doesn’t Jesus know where God’s
word is hidden?

= Isn't Jesus the hidden word?




Treasure

= What is treasure for God?

= Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if you obey my voice and
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole
earth is mine, 19:6 but you shall be for me a priestly
kingdom and a holy nation.

= Deuteronomy 7:6 For you are a people holy to the
LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you
out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his
treasured possession.

= Deuteronomy 26:18 Today the LORD has obtained your
agreement: to be his treasured people, as he promised
you, and to keep his commandments;

Hidden

= What could be hidden from God?

= Genesis 3:10 He said, "l heard the sound
of you in the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked; and | hid myself."

= What then is the treasure for which Jesus
is willing to redeem the world?

= Perhaps us

A Possibility
Our redemption, priceless

= That the treasure that has been hidden is
in fact ourselves. Hidden in the world
buried in the darkness of our own
sinfulness. Jesus is willing to give
everything to redeem the world and all
that is in it. This then is a parable of
grace.

Lingering Question

= Is it legal not to tell the owner of the
treasure in their field?




