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Introduction to Parables

A parable is:

= An earthly story with a heavenly/meaning

= An earthy story with heavy meal
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Justice and Mercy

= An Introduction to the Parable
= The Widow and the J
= The Unjust Steward

Introduction to Parables

Is a parable intended to:

= Convey information?
» Challenge perception?
n Elicit response

= Cause transformation?




Introduction to Parables

With Jesus,
the device of parabolic utterance
is used not to explain things to people's
satisfaction but to call attention to the
unsatisfactoriness,of all their previous
explanations and understandings.

Robert Farrar Capon, The Parables of the Kingdom
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Introduction to Parables

NOT Allegory

Parables function.as*metaphors
challenging or inviting the audience
into a new or deeper experience of

God’s dominion, a dominion de
_~/ with those who are the
Lnvingl _ LAST LOST LEAST: NOT simly

LITTLE LIFELESS | — =
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The Parables of Jesus

« Keep in mind the context

« Remember that the parablesshave a history
 Parables are to be experienced

» Expect to be surprised

» The enduring value of Jesus’ parables is
rooted in their truthfulness

« We can expect a consistency in Jesus’
message related to.the.deminion of God

(TN

If You Can’t Beat Them*Join Them

The Parable of the Unjust Judge
Luke 18.1-9

On Widows:

from B. B. Scott, Hear Then..., p. 180

According to the customs of the day:
= Widow had no legal right to inherit

= Marriage contract stated husband's obligations
to wife, and on his death;she had a right to be
supported out of his estate

= ... and normally this would provide for her, but.,.

= Many widows and their/children were! left
destitute

= "Widow" came to mean not simply,a woman
whose husband was dead but ‘also one who had
no means of financial support and thus needed
special protection

HLSA

On Widows

Psalm 68.5

Father of orphans and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.

HLSA




On Judges

Zechariah 7.9-10

Thus says the LORD of hosts: Render_true
judgments, show kindness and*“mercy torone
another; do not oppress the widow, the orphan,
the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in
your hearts against one another.

Deuteronomy 10.17-18

For the LORD your God'is ... not partialland takes
no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and
the widow.

On Widows and Judges
Sirach 35:13-22

The Lord is the judge, and with him there is no
partiality. 16 He will not show partiality.tosthe
poor; but he will listen to the.prayer-of one who
Is wronged. 17 He will not ignore the supplication
of the orphan, or the widow when she peurs out
her complaint. 8 Do not the tears of the widow
run down her cheek 1° as she cries out against
the one who causes them to fall? 2° The ohe
whose service is pleasing to the Lord willlbe
accepted, and his prayer will reach to thel clouds.
21 The prayer of the humble pierces the cleuds,
and it will not rest until it reaches its goal); it will
not desist until the Most High responds 24 and
does justice for the righteous, and executes
judgment.

ilsa

On Widows and Judges

= Widows are among the marginalized to
whom God does and humans,shouldrgive
special attention

= Judges are to be righteous and impartial,
especially giving heed to the
marginalized, because they judgeon
God'’s behalf

(TN

Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge

What are your assumptions,aboutthis judge? iis

Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for
people.

Now what do youithink about this;judge?

HLSA

Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for

Eeople. . _
In that city there was a widows®:

What are your assumptions about‘this widow? s




Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge who

neithler feared God nor had respect for
eople

g)In that city there was a widowswho kept

coming to him and saying,

‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’
ekDIKew antiDIKos

Does thewidewrhiavesa,just case?
Whorisithe opponent? s

Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for
eople.
EIn that city there was a widowswho kept
coming to him and saying,
‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’

4 For a while he refused;

Why.does the judge refuse.

Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge who

neithler feared God nor had respect for
eople

g)In that city there was a widowswho kept

coming to him and saying,

‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’

4 For a while he refused;
but later he said to himself,

'Though I have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone,
5 yet because this widow keeps bothering
me, | will grant her justice, so that she may
not wear me out by continually coming..
upbpiazd
Why dgeg the judge finally*“grant her justice™?  fiss

Luke 18.2-5

2 In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for
eople.
Eln that city there was a widewswhokept
coming to him and saying,
‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’
4 For a while he refused;
but later he said to himself,
‘Though I have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone,
5 yet because this widow keeps bothering
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may
not wear me out by continually coming..

Where is the'focus of this parable? =

Luke 18.1-8a

2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God
nor had respect for people. 2 In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice against my opponent.' 4
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, Thoughfi‘fhave no
fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yetsbécause this\widow keeps
bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out
by continually coming.™

6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the Unjust
judge (ho krités tés aDIKias) says.

7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones
who cry to him day and'night? Will he,delay long
in helping them? 81 tell you, he will quickly grant
justice to them.

WhoyisithexGod figure’ ?
How does the'parable'make Sense? s

Luke 18.2-5
If an unjust judge ultimately grants justice...

What does that say about God? It says'that God is willing to
be perceived as a bad God—and.for no better reason than
that he wants to get the problems;of a worldful ofilosing
winners off his back. It says he is/willing—while they are still
mired in their futile pursuit of the spiritual buck, the moral
buck, the intellectual buck, the physical buck, or the plain
ordinary buck—to just shut up about whatever is wrong with
them and get the hassle over with. It says in fact what Paul
said in Rom. 5:8: “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” ... God simply .. wants'to get the wet blankets off his back
and let the party begin.

Robert Farrar. Capon, Kingdom, Judgment, Grace, p 3’i‘L2SA




Luke 18.2-5 Luke 18.1-8

Parable (vv. 2-5) Allegorical Correlation (rrame: w. 1, 6-8)

vindication (v. 4) =l
3a. Perseverance of the widow | 3b. Persf,-y‘erance of the

. i . la. A widow seeking justice (v. |1b. The elect waiting for vindicati
What did the widow DO to winsh . ) 3) 8) X
Y \ 2a. A judge refusing to give 2b. Implied adversity to the elect (w. 1, 7,
& | 8) & | ‘

(w. 3-5) an imperative not to lose heart (w. 1, 7) '
4a. The widow's pleas (v. 3) 4b. Pra)}ers\of the elect, ng out day and
On Judgment Day, do you want Go be nigjlt V1,7 \h |
a ! ‘ i L 1 5a. The judge’s fear of a 5b./God will not delay over the elect, but will
JUSt ;)r UnjUS'[ JUdge ith regard t2 r widow's abuse (v. 5) vindicate them quicklyae 8)
case: 6a. The widow is potentially 6b. A promise that the el i

vindicated (v. 5) vindicated, but with a lingéring deubt ﬁﬁ%t
their perseverance (faith) (vv.

“Dissonance in Luke 1-8" JBL 12mwphe

[»] o)
\
iisa
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For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Thi
fear of God and no respect for anyon yet because th
bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may n
by continually coming.™

Luke 18.1-8a Luke 18.1-8a
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need 1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need
to pray always and not to lose heart. to pray always and not to lose heart.
2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judgé'who I!elt% feared God 2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judgé'who Heltg feared God
nor had respect for people. 3 In that cig there was a widow who kept nor had respect for people. 2 In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me jkistice against my coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me jlistice against my:

pRonent.' 4 pﬁonent.‘ 4
| have no | have no =
widow keep: fear of God and no respect for anyone, ® yet because this widow keeps

wear me out bothering me, | will grant her jusfice, so that she may not, wear me out '
by continually coming."™ | |

For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Thi

6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the
judge says. 7 And will not God grant jus
chosen ones who cry to him day ‘and ni
delay long in helping them? 81 tell you,

just 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
to his judge says. 7 And will not God grant jus
t? Will he chosen ones who cry to him day and ni
e Wj“’ — delay long in helping them? 81 tell you,

quickly grant justice W quickly grant justice to o
——am— il Now where is thefocus of this parable? s
Luke 18.1-8a Luke 18.1-8a
How do you experience the parable now? With what other parables does the

experience of this one res<%'l
' \

i
 The shepherd seeking th \Iost sheep
» The woman seeking the o§t coin

* The father seeking his prodigal son(s

|
|
\
« The widow seeking an unjust judge?
O o
Who is the ‘G@ parables? e




Luke 18.1-8b

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart.

2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judgeswho neither feared God
nor had respect for people- 2 In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my-opponent.’ *
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Theugh | have no
fear of God and no respect for anyone, % yet because this\widow keeps
bothering me, | will grant her justice,/so'that she may net wear me out
by continually coming.™

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.|” And will
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to himiday and night?
Will he delay long in helping them? 8 | tell you, he will guickly grant
justice to them.

And yet, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find_faith,on.earth?"

How does this final verse affect'yourreading of thelparable?

iisa

Luke 18.1-8b

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart.

2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge,who neither feared God
nor had respect for people. 2 In that city"there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice against my opponent.' 4
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘'Though | have no
fear of God and no respect for anyone, ¥ yet because thisiwidow keeps
bothering me, | will grant her justice, so\that she may net wear me out
by continually coming."

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.\” And will
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him'day and night?
Will he delay long in helping them? & [ tell you, he will_quickly grant
justice to them.

And yet, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find_faith,on _earth?"

How does this final verse affect'yourreading of thelparable? s

Luke 18.1-8b

Now where is the focus of this parable?

How do you experience“the parahle now?

*The persistence of a shameful'/ shameless widow

*The repentance of an unjust judge

(TN

Luke 18.1-8b

Now where is the focus of this parable?

How do you experience*the parable now?

God is like a shameful / shameless|widow
who overcomes our unjustness by
persistently pursuing us.

If You Can’t Beat Them, Join Them
The Parable of the Unjust Judge
Luke 18.1-9

Justice & Merey

m We are recipients of mercy before we are
dispensers of justice

m God's justice is relentless but ultimately is
experienced as mercy

m God'’s justice/mercy are not matters of
‘fairness’

m God'’s justice/mercy.are-accomplished
through (despite!)“us

Is This Any Way toRuf a Business

The Parable of the Unjust Steward
Luke 16.1-8




Luke 16.1-9

There was a rich man who had a manager,

What are your initialrespensesito
this rich-mian and his manager?

and charges were brought to him
What charges? Brought by whom?

that this man was squandering his property.

What was he doingsto sguander the
rich man’s property?

iisa

Luke 16.1-9

So he summoned him and said to him,

“What is this that | hear about.you?

Give me an accounting of your management,
because you cannot be my manager any
longer.”

Is the rich man acting wisely?

ilsa

Luke 16.1-9

Then the manager said to himself,

“What will | do, now that my master is‘taking
the position away from me?
I am not strong enough to dig,
and | am ashamed to beg.
What was the manager supposed
to be doing?
| know what to do so/that,
when | am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me.into their homes:®

(TN

Luke 16.1-9

So, summoning his master's debtors one by
one, he asked the first,

“How much do you owe my.master?”
He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.”
He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.” Whatis the logic of

the manager’s actions?
Then he asked another, What do you think

“And how much do you owe?” of him?
He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.”
He said to him,

“Take your bill and make it eighty.”

iisa

Luke 16.1-9

And his master commended the
njust steward

crookedymanaget

ishonest rascal
because he had acted

HLSA

Luke 16.1-9

And his master commended the
manager of unrighteousness

Would you commend- this manager?

because he had acted wisely

What would you call the manager’s actions?

HLSA




Luke 16.1-9

.. for the children of this age are more shrewd
(wiser) in dealing with their own generation
than are the children of light.

]

) ( |
Where does the‘parable \?

— ‘
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i
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—amm— isa

Luke 16.1-9

And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of GNERINAEAISRESS

so that when it is gone, they may:. wm
into the eternal homes. ¥ 1 A\

e |
Is he a “manager of unrighteousness' because he
was a manager of mammon?

What does this mean we should do with money?

Luke 16.10-13

Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in
much; and whoever is dishonest/unrighteous in a very
little is dishonest/unrighteous also in mu.
If then you have not been faithful-with th

dishonest/unrighteous wealth: who will entrust to y!
o}

X

7

the true riches?

How was the manager faithful with,the money?

9 Hisa

So what’s going on here?
Rich man

Manager (of unrighteousness)

Charge is made that manager has —-

mismanaged the rich man’s property \

Manager acknowledges
inability to do anything except...

X

Manager forgives debts of debtors ta rich man

Rich man commends manager for agting wisely

o e}

- o

——aam—— ilsn

Luke 16.10-13

And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your own?

No slave can serve two masters; for a sw
hate the one and love the other=or'be deveted to the ]
one and despise the other. ¢

N

You CANNOT SERVE

e

GOD AND WEALTH

So what’s going on here?
Rich man

Manager (of unrighteousness)

Charge is made that manager has —- ]

mismanaged the rich man s property \

Manager acknowledges \\
inability to do anything except..

Manager forgives debts of débtors_g rich man

Rich man commends manager for agting wisely

Is this the story%spe@te n(%eﬁ-.._
who responds by Lonly thing possible?,




So what's going on here?
Rich man

Manager (of unrighteousness)

Charge is made that managershas
mismanaged the richiman’s property

Manager acknowledges
inability to do anything except...

Manager forgives debts of debtors to rich man

Rich man commends manager for acting wisely

What presuppositions are being challenged?

WiSA

So what's going on here?
Rich man

Manager (of unrighteousness)

Charge is made that managerhas
mismanaged the rich:man’s property

Manager acknowledges
inability to do anything/except...

Manager forgives debts of debtors to rich man
Rich man commends manager for acting wisely

What if thisrichsperson is in the
‘business’ of‘fergiveness? ifss

So what'’s going on here?

Lord’s Prayer

And forgive us our debts
as we also forgive our deBitors

(TN

Is This Any Way to Run a Business
The Parable of the Unjust Steward
Luke 16.1-8

Justice &iMercy

m With respect to matters of
“unrighteousness,” divine wisdom s
different than human wisdom

m We are to enact God’s justice /
righteousness

m /t means that God and we are
in the ‘business’ ofdorgiveness

iisa

What does it mean te be
“Living the Vision’?

Do Justice,
Love Mercy &
Walk Humbly with God

HLSA
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