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Christmas Christmas –– General ObservationsGeneral Observations

Christmas Christmas –– General ObservationsGeneral Observations

Luke 2 and John 1 Gospel textsLuke 2 and John 1 Gospel texts

Christmas EveChristmas Eve

Luke 2.1Luke 2.1--14 (1514 (15--2020))

Isaiah 9.2Isaiah 9.2--77
The people who walked in The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great darkness have seen a great 
light;light;

Titus 2.11Titus 2.11--1414
The people who walked in The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great darkness have seen a great 
light...light...
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Luke 2:1Luke 2:1--20 20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered.  Augustus that all the world should be registered.  22

This was the first registration and was taken while This was the first registration and was taken while 
QuiriniusQuirinius was governor of Syria.  was governor of Syria.  

33 All went to their own towns to be registered.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  
44 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David.  house and family of David.  
55 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 

was engaged and who was expecting a child.  was engaged and who was expecting a child.  

Luke 2:1Luke 2:1--20 20 

66 While they were there, While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child.  the time came for her to deliver her child.  

77 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  because there was no place for them in the inn.  
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Luke 2:1Luke 2:1--20 20 

88 In that region there were shepherds living in the In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

99 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  they were terrified.  1010 But the angel said to them, But the angel said to them, 

"Do not be afraid; for see "Do not be afraid; for see ---- I am bringing you I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people:  good news of great joy for all the people:  1111 to to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  who is the Messiah, the Lord.  1212 This will be a This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger."bands of cloth and lying in a manger."

Luke 2:1Luke 2:1--20 20 

1313 And suddenly there was with the angel a And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying,  and saying,  

1414 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!"among those whom he favors!"

Luke 2:1Luke 2:1--20 20 

1515 When the angels had left them and gone When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us."  has made known to us."  
1616 So they went with haste and found Mary and So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
1717 When they saw this, they made known what When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child;  had been told them about this child;  1818 and all and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them.  shepherds told them.  

Luke 2:1Luke 2:1--20 20 

1919 But Mary treasured all these words But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart.  and pondered them in her heart.  

2020 The shepherds returned, The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. and seen, as it had been told them. 

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve -- ObservationsObservations

What ‘signs’ have you What ‘signs’ have you seen? Signs never point to seen? Signs never point to 
themselves! themselves! 
What are you What are you pondering?pondering?
Anticipation… what’s next?Anticipation… what’s next?
Irony of 2 comings (cf w/ Luke 21)Irony of 2 comings (cf w/ Luke 21)
How does Jesus become present to us today?How does Jesus become present to us today?
Barn > jailBarn > jail
Happening for us nowHappening for us now
(Ignatius) visualizing the world from God’s view(Ignatius) visualizing the world from God’s view
5 sense experience5 sense experience
Silent >< Noisy Night!Silent >< Noisy Night!
Presents >< PresencePresents >< Presence

Christmas DayChristmas Day

John 1.1John 1.1--1414

In the In the 
beginning beginning 
was the was the 
Word…Word…
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John 1:1John 1:1--14 14 

In the beginning was the Word, In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.  and the Word was God.  

22 He was in the beginning with God.  He was in the beginning with God.  

33 All things came into being through him,All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being  What has come into being  44 in him was life, in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.and the life was the light of all people.

John 1:1John 1:1--14 14 

55 The light shines in the darkness, The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.  and the darkness did not overcome it.  

66 There was a man sent from God, There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John.  whose name was John.  

77 He came as a witness to testify to the light, He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him.  so that all might believe through him.  

88 He himself was not the light, He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the lightbut he came to testify to the light.  .  

John 1:1John 1:1--14 14 

99 The true light, which enlightens everyone, The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  was coming into the world.  

1010 He was in the world, He was in the world, 
and the world came into being through him; and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him.  yet the world did not know him.  

1111 He came to what was his own, He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him.and his own people did not accept him.

John 1:1John 1:1--14 14 

1212 But to all who received him, But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God,  he gave power to become children of God,  
1313 who were born, not of blood who were born, not of blood 

or of the will of the flesh or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, or of the will of man, 

but of God.  but of God.  

1414 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, the glory as of a father's only son, 
full of grace and truth. full of grace and truth. 

Christmas Day Christmas Day -- ObservationsObservations
“The light shines in the darkness, and the “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.” darkness did not overcome it.” 
What evidence do you have that this is trueWhat evidence do you have that this is true??

Why is the light not accepted?Why is the light not accepted?
How can this light be ‘real’ in your preaching?How can this light be ‘real’ in your preaching?
What Word are you called to preach to those What Word are you called to preach to those 
who might be at worship for the first time in a who might be at worship for the first time in a 
long time? What Word will inspire them to long time? What Word will inspire them to 
return to hear more?return to hear more?

CHRISTMAS C1CHRISTMAS C1

Luke Luke 2.412.41--5252
Boy Jesus in the Boy Jesus in the 
TempleTemple

1 Sam 2.181 Sam 2.18--20,2620,26
Samuel was ministering Samuel was ministering 

before the Lord, a boy...before the Lord, a boy...

http://www.kfki.hu/~arthp/html/d/duccio/buoninse/maesta/predel_f/pre_f_n.html
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Luke 2:41Luke 2:41--52 52 

4141 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for 
the festival of the Passover.  the festival of the Passover.  4242 And when he was And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up as usual for the twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 
festival.  festival.  4343 When the festival was ended and they When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.  Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.  4444

Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they 
went a day's journey. Then they started to look for went a day's journey. Then they started to look for 

him among their relatives and friends.  him among their relatives and friends.  4545 When they When they 
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him.  search for him.  

Luke 2:41Luke 2:41--52 52 

4646 After three days they found him in the temple, After three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions.  asking them questions.  4747 And all who heard him And all who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding and his answers.  were amazed at his understanding and his answers.  
4848 When his parents saw him they were astonished; When his parents saw him they were astonished; 

and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you 
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great anxiety."  been searching for you in great anxiety."  4949 He said He said 
to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father's house?"  not know that I must be in my Father's house?"  5050

But they did not understand what he said to them.  But they did not understand what he said to them.  

Luke 2:41Luke 2:41--52 52 

5151 Then he went down with them and came to Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them.Nazareth, and was obedient to them.

His mother treasured all these things in her heart.  His mother treasured all these things in her heart.  
5252 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, 

and in divine and human favor.and in divine and human favor.

Christmas C1 Christmas C1 -- ObservationsObservations

Do we really want our children listening to this Do we really want our children listening to this 
story?!?story?!?

Where should someone be ‘searching’ for Where should someone be ‘searching’ for 
you? Where would you be ‘found’?you? Where would you be ‘found’?
Mary “treasured all these things in her heart.” Mary “treasured all these things in her heart.” 
What are you treasuringWhat are you treasuring??
Interesting story... But what’s the Good News Interesting story... But what’s the Good News 
in this text?in this text?

Christmas C2Christmas C2

John 1.(1John 1.(1--9) 109) 10--1818

John 1:10John 1:10--18 18 

1010 He was in the world, and the world came into He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; being through him; 

yet the world did not know him.  yet the world did not know him.  

1111 He came to what was his own, and his own He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him.  people did not accept him.  

1212 But to all who received him, who believed in his But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, name, he gave power to become children of God, 
1313 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  
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John 1:10John 1:10--18 18 

1414 And the Word became flesh and lived And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, glory as of a father's only son, 
full of grace and truth.  full of grace and truth.  

1515 (John testified to him and cried out, (John testified to him and cried out, 
"This was he of whom I said, "This was he of whom I said, 

'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.'")  because he was before me.'")  

1616 From his fullness we have all received, From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. grace upon grace. 

John 1:10John 1:10--18 18 

1717 The law indeed was given through Moses; The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

1818 No one has ever seen God. No one has ever seen God. 

It is God the only Son, It is God the only Son, 
who is close to the Father's heart, who is close to the Father's heart, 

who has made him known. who has made him known. 

Christmas C2 Christmas C2 -- ObservationsObservations

“Grace upon grace...” What is the color or “Grace upon grace...” What is the color or 
shape of grace?shape of grace?

Law Law through Moses >>> Grace and truth through Moses >>> Grace and truth 
through Jesus Christ: What do we preach? through Jesus Christ: What do we preach? 
How do we ‘make God known’ through our How do we ‘make God known’ through our 
preaching about Jesus?preaching about Jesus?


