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Pointless Quiz – Lessons 1-14

Name 




   

Objectionable Questions:  Carefully choose the best answer… or take a wild guess. 

1. When a Greek word is to be pronounced with an “h” sound, a special mark is added known as 


A. heavy breathing


B. labored breathing


C. phonetic emphysema


D. Greek exasperation


E. rough breathing

2. The mood of a verb


A. tells you when it may be best to leave the verb alone.


B. tells you when the verb is off its medication.


C. depends on whether its context is a happy one.


D. varies dramatically, especially with manic-depressive verbs.


E. tells you how the action is conceived by the speaker, e.g., as a fact, a possibility, a wish, etc.

3. A verb may have which of the following voices?


A. Soprano, alto, tenor, bass


B. Loud, medium, soft


C. Gravelly, smoky, falsetto, shrill


D. Active, middle, passive

4. You need a noun that can function as the subject of a sentence. Which of the following best describes your need?  


A. Hopeless case


B. Basket case


C. Head case


D. Nominative case

5. What is the rule for accenting Greek nouns?


A. Try using a little parsley or mint garnish.


B. Consult the expert: Martha Stewartopolous.


C. Add highlights to the vowels and leave the consonants subtly understated.


D. Noun accent is recessive or persistent.

6. Which of the following is an example of a “substantive” adjective?


A. The German U-boat was swift and silent. 


B. The hoagie sandwich was tasty.


C. The replacement teacher was enthusiastic.


D. The wise will perceive the theme in the above choices.

7. Which of the following illustrates the Greek middle?


A. “Uncle Demetrios got a chubby belly from eating too much baklava.”


B. “The Athenian referendum was decided by voters who were neither very liberal nor very conservative.”


C. “A gyro sandwich consists of a pita pocket filled with lamb and beef.”


D. “Alexander was warming himself by the fire.”

8. In Greek if you wanted to say “I am being loosened,” you would


A. suppress the urge and remain quiet.


B. first tell everyone to stand back at a safe distance.


C. be sure to re-tighten yourself afterwards.


D. say λύομαι. 

9. In Greek a “personal agent” would be 


A. your cousin Aristotle who got you a bit part in a movie.


B. your uncle Socrates who negotiates your professional sports contracts. 


C. your good friend Kazantzakis who books all your airline flights.


D. expressed by the preposition ὑπό followed by the genitive case. 

10. To decline a Greek noun you would


A. lower one end of the noun.


B. say, “No thank you, I have quite enough nouns in my life right now.”


C. say, “Thanks, but a more substantive person has already invited me to another context.”


D. give its various grammatical case forms in a prescribed order. 

11. The Greek imperfect tense is


A. easy for students to identify with since students are also imperfect and tense.


B. at peace with itself since it let go of its perfectionism.


C. chronically behind and has trouble completing things.


D. a way to depict past, ongoing action. 

12. Principal parts 


A. is the title of a horror movie set in a grammar school.


B. is the subtitle of a financial investment guide entitled “When the Stock Market Goes Bad.” 


C. are to Greek students what avalanches are to skiers. 


D. are the basic inflected forms of a verb from which all other forms are derived.

13. The Greek future is formed by


A. the complex interplay of contingent, irrational forces, human will, and divine providence.


B. an all-powerful secretary in the basement of a government building in Athens.


C. two teenage computer geeks in Corinth who have hacked into the space-time continuum. 


D. the addition of a sigma to a Greek verb stem.

14. When we say that the aorist tense is “undefined,” we mean that


A. the first volume of our multi-volume dictionary is missing.


B. the aorist once had a meaning but it got lost in translation.


C. the aorist suffers from meaning deprivation and is therefore semantically-challenged. 


D. the aorist tense affirms action without describing its nature or duration.

15. A second aorist stem often reflects a primitive form of the verb. This is evident in


A. the verb’s small cranial capacity.


B. the discovery of second aorist forms in ancient cave paintings.


C. the presence of gills instead of morphemes.


D. the fact that the stem is often shorter than the present tense stem.

