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Croy Lesson 24

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

An infinitive is a An infinitive is a verbal nounverbal noun

As a As a VERBVERB

�� Has tense and voice (but not person/#)Has tense and voice (but not person/#)

�� May have subject, D.O. or I.O.May have subject, D.O. or I.O.

�� May have modifiersMay have modifiers

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

An infinitive is a An infinitive is a verbal nounverbal noun

As a As a NOUNNOUN

�� May function as Subject or D.O. of sentenceMay function as Subject or D.O. of sentence

�� May take a definite articleMay take a definite article

�� May be the object of a prepositionMay be the object of a preposition
(In such cases, (In such cases, it’s treated it’s treated as a neuter noun)as a neuter noun)

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

An infinitive is a An infinitive is a verbal nounverbal noun

�� Tense of infinitive pertains to kind of action, Tense of infinitive pertains to kind of action, 
NOT timeNOT time

�� Negative particle is μNegative particle is μήή

�� Subject of an infinitive is in the Accusative Subject of an infinitive is in the Accusative 
case (but so is its D.O.!)case (but so is its D.O.!)

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

ἐκεινος ὁ κακος ἀνηρ ἐκεινος ὁ κακος ἀνηρ 
οὐ θελει οὐ θελει 

ὑµας γινωσκειν την ἀληθειαν.ὑµας γινωσκειν την ἀληθειαν.

That evil man
is not wanting

you to be knowing the truth / the truth to be knowing you.

ACCACC ACCACC

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

PresentPresent 11stst AoristAorist 22ndnd AoristAorist PerfectPerfect

ActiveActive
--εινειν --σαισαι --εινειν --ναιναι

MiddleMiddle
--σθαισθαι

PassivePassive
--σθαισθαι --ναιναι --σθαισθαι
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INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

PresentPresent 11stst AoristAorist 22ndnd AoristAorist PerfectPerfect

ActiveActive --εινειν --σαισαι StemChngeStemChnge
--εινειν

RedupRedup
--κέκέ--ναιναι

MiddleMiddle --εε--σθαισθαι --σασα--σθαισθαι StemChngeStemChnge
--εε--σθαισθαι

RedupRedup
--σθαισθαι

PassivePassive --εε--σθαισθαι --θῆθῆ--ναιναι StemChngeStemChnge
--ῆῆ--ναιναι

RedupRedup
--σθαισθαι

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES

PresentPresent AoristAorist 2nd Aorist2nd Aorist PerfectPerfect

ActAct λύεινλύειν λῦσαιλῦσαι εὑρεινεὑρειν λελυκέναιλελυκέναι

MidMid λύεσθαιλύεσθαι λύσασθαιλύσασθαι εὑρεσθαιεὑρεσθαι λελύσθαιλελύσθαι

PassPass λύεσθαιλύεσθαι λυθῆναιλυθῆναι εὑρεθηναιεὑρεθηναι λελύσθαιλελύσθαι

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� As a SubstantiveAs a Substantive
�� May or may not have a definite articleMay or may not have a definite article

�� If there is a definite article, it will be neuter singularIf there is a definite article, it will be neuter singular

�� Case will be appropiate to function in sentenceCase will be appropiate to function in sentence

�� Can function as Subject of sentence, Direct or Can function as Subject of sentence, Direct or 
Indirect Object of a verbIndirect Object of a verb

�� Also function as noun clause: cf. Indirect Also function as noun clause: cf. Indirect 
DiscourseDiscourse

It is better to have tried and failed…

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� Complementary Complementary 

�� With verbs or constructions likeWith verbs or constructions like
δυναµαι, µελλω, ὀφειλω, ἔχω χρείαν, δυναµαι, µελλω, ὀφειλω, ἔχω χρείαν, 
εἰµὶ ἵκανος εἰµὶ ἵκανος ……

Be able to...; going to...; ought to...; Be able to...; going to...; ought to...; 
have need to...; be worthy to...have need to...; be worthy to...

I am able to read Greek!

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� PurposePurpose

�� Most often with simple infinitiveMost often with simple infinitive

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with τοῦτοῦ
�� Infinitive with Infinitive with εἰς τὸεἰς τὸ or or προς τὸπρος τὸ

in order to; to; forin order to; to; for

I am studying Greek to pass this required class. 

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� Result Result 

�� Most often with simple infinitiveMost often with simple infinitive

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with τοῦτοῦ
�� Infinitive with Infinitive with ὥστεὥστε

so as to; so so as to; so that; that; that; that; 
with with the result thatthe result that

I am learning Greek (so as) to read the Bible.
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INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� Time Time 
�� Used to locate action of main verb in time relative to Used to locate action of main verb in time relative to 

another actionanother action

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with πρὸπρὸ τοῦτοῦ (prior) > (prior) > beforebefore

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with ἐνἐν τῷτῷ (simultaneous) > (simultaneous) > while; aswhile; as

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with µετάµετά τοτο (subsequent) > (subsequent) > afterafter

λέγω ὑµῖν πρὸ τοῦ γενέσθαι...
I am telling you before it happens...

Ἐγένετο δὲ ἐν τῷ λέγειν αὐτὸν 
And it happened as he was speaking...

µετὰ τὸ ἐγερθῆναί µε...
after I am raised...

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� Cause Cause 

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with διὰδιὰ τὸτὸ
because, on because, on account account ofof

......διὰ διὰ τὸ διδάσκειν αὐτοὺς τὸ διδάσκειν αὐτοὺς τὸν τὸν λαὸνλαὸν

......because they were teaching because they were teaching the people.the people.

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with ἑνεκενἑνεκεν τοῦτοῦ
on account of,  for the sake ofon account of,  for the sake of

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� With miscellaneous prepositions: With miscellaneous prepositions: 

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with ἕως τοῦἕως τοῦ > > untiluntil

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with ἀντι τοῦἀντι τοῦ > > instead ofinstead of

�� Infinitive with Infinitive with ἐκ τοῦἐκ τοῦ > > according to, out ofaccording to, out of

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� Indirect Discourse Indirect Discourse 

�� (Indirect Discourse with (Indirect Discourse with ὁτι)ὁτι)
�� With simple Infinitive (often following With simple Infinitive (often following δεῖδεῖ or verbs or verbs 

of saying, thinking, asking, hearing, knowing)of saying, thinking, asking, hearing, knowing)

�� Subject is in accusative case, but if the subject is Subject is in accusative case, but if the subject is 
used elsewhere in sentence, it may be omitted used elsewhere in sentence, it may be omitted 

�� Note how tenses functionNote how tenses function

INDIRECT DISCOURSE INDIRECT DISCOURSE 
SyntaxSyntax

With Indirect Discourse in English, With Indirect Discourse in English, 
we change the form of the original discourse, we change the form of the original discourse, 
especially with past tenses.especially with past tenses.

With Indirect Discourse in Greek, With Indirect Discourse in Greek, 
we retain the form of the original discourse. we retain the form of the original discourse. 
That is, we keep the original mood and tense.That is, we keep the original mood and tense.

INDIRECT DISCOURSEINDIRECT DISCOURSE
SyntaxSyntax

““I I seesee you.you.”” >>>>

She She sayssays that shethat she

She She saidsaid that she that she 

““I I will seewill see you.you.”” >> >> 

She She sayssays that shethat she

She She saidsaid that shethat she

““I I sawsaw you.you.”” >>>>

She She saidsaid that shethat she

““I I seesee you.you.”” >>>>

She She sayssays that she that she seessees you.you.

She She saidsaid that she that she sawsaw / / waswas seeingseeing you.you.

““I I will seewill see you.you.”” >> >> 

She She sayssays that she that she willwill seesee you.you.

She She saidsaid that she that she wouldwould seesee you.you.

““I I sawsaw you.you.”” >>>>

She She saidsaid that she that she hadhad seenseen you.you.



4

INDIRECT DISCOURSEINDIRECT DISCOURSE
SyntaxSyntax

““I I seesee you.you.”” = = ὁρῶὁρῶ σεσε >>>>
λεγειλεγει ὅτιὅτι ὁρᾷὁρᾷ σεσε
εἶπενεἶπεν ὅτιὅτι ὁρᾷὁρᾷ σεσε. . 

““I I will seewill see you.you.”” = = ὀψοµαιὀψοµαι σεσε >> >> 
λεγειλεγει ὅτιὅτι ὄψεταιὄψεται σεσε..
εἶπενεἶπεν ὅτιὅτι ὄψεταιὄψεται σεσε..

““I I sawsaw you.you.”” = = εἶδονεἶδον σεσε >>>>
εἶπενεἶπεν ὅτιὅτι εἶδενεἶδεν σεσε..

INFINITIVESINFINITIVES
SyntaxSyntax

�� As a Substantive As a Substantive –– To be or not to beTo be or not to be……

�� Complementary Complementary –– I am able to be…I am able to be…

�� Purpose Purpose –– We are studying (in order) to be…We are studying (in order) to be…

�� Result Result –– We are studying We are studying ((so as) so as) to ...to ...

�� Time Time –– before, while, after, ...before, while, after, ...

�� Cause Cause –– becausebecause

�� With prepositions With prepositions ––

�� Indirect Discourse Indirect Discourse –– It is necessary (that) to...It is necessary (that) to...

Lesson 24 Lesson 24 -- VocabularyVocabulary

ἀγαπητόἀγαπητόςς, , ··ήή, , ··όόνν
ἀρχήἀρχή, , ἡἡ
γλῶγλῶσσα, σσα, ἡἡ
εἶεἶναιναι ((124124x)x)

ἔἔξεστινξεστιν
θεωρέθεωρέωω

κελεύκελεύωω
µαρτυρέµαρτυρέωω
παιδίπαιδίονον, , τότό
παραβολήπαραβολή, , ἡἡ
πρόπρό
σοφίσοφία, α, ἡἡ
ὥὥστεστε

Croy Croy 24 24 -- ExercisesExercises

�� P&R: 1P&R: 1--77 + + 88--1414
�� NT: 3, 5, 9, 12NT: 3, 5, 9, 12


