
A QUICK GUIDE TO PARSING AND TRANSLATING PARTICIPLES 

FORMATION OF PARTICIPLES 
(REDUP) + STEM + TENSE FORMANT + THEME VOWEL + (PTCP CODE + CASE ENDING) 

STEM: never augmented; reduplication with PF; changed stem for 2AOR, 2PF, and some FUT 

TENSE FORMANT: same as for INDIC verbs 

THEME VOWELS: similar to those for INDIC verbs 

PARTICIPLE CODES CASE ENDINGS 
ντ  - masc and neut active (and AOR pass) 3rd declension 
τ - masc  and neut PF active 3rd declension 
σ - fem active (and AOR pass) 1st declension 
μεν - PRES and PF mid/pass/dep; | 2nd declension for masc and neut 
   FUT mid and dep; FUT pass; | or 
   AOR mid and dep |1st declension for fem 

 

Watch for contractions in masc and neut nom sg and dat pl (ν and σ) 

TRANSLATING PARTICIPLES (a rough guide using forms of πιστεύω) 
 ACTIVE (and DEPONENT) MIDDLE (rare) PASSIVE 
PRESENT believing believing oneself being believed 
FUTURE being about to believe; 

going to believe 
being about to / going to 

believe oneself 
being about to / going to 

be believed 
AORIST/PERFECT having believed having believed oneself having been believed 

TENSE OF PARTICIPLE AND TRANSLATION 
 QUALITY OF ACTION RELATIVE TIME 
PRESENT linear action contemporaneous to main verb 
FUTURE linear action in future in relation to main verb 
AORIST simple / punctilliar action prior to that of main verb * 
PERFECT completed action prior to that of main verb 

*sometimes when the main verb is an AORIST, an AORIST participle can indicate contemporaneous action 

FUNCTION AND TRANSLATION OF PARTICIPLES IN A SENTENCE 

 

What position is the ptcp in? 
• Attributive 
• Predicate     or 

PERIPHRASTIC (SUPPLEMENTARY) 
• especially with ειμι 
• indirect discourse with verbs of perception 
• PERF ptcp with forms of ειμι (PERF and PLPF mid, 3p) 

Does ptcp agree with a noun (or implied subject of verb)? 
• NO 
• YES 

SUBSTANTIVE 
the (ptcp) one 
the one who/which (ptcp) 

ADJECTIVE 
the (ptcp) noun 
the noun who/which (ptcp) 

CIRCUMSTANTIAL 
under the circumstances of (ptcp) 
• Time: while, when after, as 
• Cause: because, since 
• Condition: if 
• Concession: although, even though 
• Purpose: in order to, to 
• Result: so that, thereby 
• Means/Manner: by, in, by means of 
• Attendant or Coordinating Circumstance: 

 ptcp; ptcp and verb 

 


