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The Dominion of 

the heavens is like 
a mustard seed 

that a person took 
and sowed in his 

field; it is the 
smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs 

and becomes a 
tree, so that the 
birds of heaven 
come and make 

nests in its 
branches.

BB
How shall we liken 

the Dominion of 
God,…? …like a 

mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the 

ground, is the 
smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; yet 
when it is sown, it 

rises up and 
becomes the greatest 

of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large 

branches, so that the 
birds of heaven can 
make nests under its 

shade.

C
With what is the 
Dominion of God 
like…? It is like a 

mustard seed 
that a person

took and cast in 
his garden; 

and it 
grew and 

became a tree, 
and the 

birds of heaven 
made 

nests in its 
branches.

Ὁµοία ἐστὶν η 
βασιλεία τῶν 

οὐρανῶν 
κόκκῳ σινάπεως, 

ὃν λαβὼν 
ἄνθρωπος 
ἔσπειρεν 

ἐν τῷ ἀγρῷ αὐτοῦ·  
ὃ µικρότερον µέν 

ἐστιν πάντων τῶν 
σπερµάτων, ὅταν δὲ 
αὐξηθῇ µεῖζον τῶν 
λαχάνων ἐστὶν καὶ 
γίνεται δένδρον, 
ὥστε ἐλθεῖν τὰ 

πετεινὰ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ 
καὶ κατασκηνοῦν ἐν 
τοῖς κλάδοις αὐτοῦ. 

Πῶς ὁµοιώσωµεν τὴν 
βασιλείαν τοῦ θεοῦ ἢ ἐν 

τίνι αὐτὴν παραβολῇ 
θῶµεν; ὡς κόκκῳ 
σινάπεως, ὃς ὅταν 
σπαρῇ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, 

µικρότερον ὂν πάντων 
τῶν σπερµάτων τῶν 
ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, καὶ ὅταν 
σπαρῇ, ἀναβαίνει καὶ 
γίνεται µεῖζον πάντων 
τῶν λαχάνων καὶ ποιεῖ 

κλάδους µεγάλους, 
ὥστε δύνασθαι ὑπὸ τὴν 
σκιὰν αὐτοῦ τὰ πετεινὰ 

τοῦ οὐρανοῦ 
κατασκηνοῦν.

Τίνι ὁµοία ἐστὶν ἡ 
βασιλεία τοῦ θεοῦ 
καὶ τίνι ὁµοιώσω 

αὐτήν; ὁµοία ἐστὶν 
κόκκῳ σινάπεως, 

ὃν λαβὼν 
ἄνθρωπος ἔβαλεν 
εἰς κῆπον ἑαυτοῦ, 

καὶ 
ηὔξησεν καὶ 
ἐγένετο εἰς 
δένδρον, 

καὶ 
τὰ πετεινὰ 

τοῦ οὐρανοῦ 
κατεσκήνωσεν ἐν 

τοῖς κλάδοις αὐτοῦ. 

What is the relationship What is the relationship 
between these three texts?between these three texts?
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SpecialSpecial
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Q

Special

LUKE

Luke uses Luke uses 
MarkMark

Matthew and Luke Matthew and Luke 
use Markuse Mark

GriesbachGriesbach HypothesisHypothesis

MarkMark

MatthewMatthew

LukeLuke

• Johann Griesbach: 1745-1812
• Hypothesis fails to explain omissions in Mark; extra in Luke
• Very few scholars hold

TwoTwo-- (Four(Four--) Source Hypothesis) Source Hypothesis
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QQ
Written?Written?
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The Dominion of 

the heavens is like 
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and sowed in his
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seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs
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tree, so that the
birds of heaven
come and make 

nests in its 
branches.

MarkMark
How shall we liken 

the Dominion of 
God,…? …like a 

mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the

ground, is the 
smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; yet 
when it is sown, it 

rises up and
becomes the greatest 

of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large

branches, so that the
birds of heaven can
make nests under its 

shade.

Luke
With what is the
Dominion of God
like…? It is like a 

mustard seed
that a person

took and cast in 
his garden; 

and it 
grew and

became a tree, 
and the

birds of heaven
made 

nests in its 
branches.
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The Dominion of 

the heavens is like 
a mustard seed
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and sowed in his

field; it is the 
smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs

and becomes a 
tree, so that the
birds of heaven
come and make 

nests in its 
branches.

MarkMark
How shall we liken 

the Dominion of 
God,…? …like a 
mustard seed, 

which, when sown
upon the ground, 
is the smallest of 
all the seeds on 

earth; yet when it 
is sown, it rises up
and becomes the 

greatest of all
shrubs, and puts 

forth large
branches, so that

the birds of 
heaven can make 

nests under its 
shade.

Luke
With what is the

Dominion of 
God like…? It is
like a mustard 

seed that a 
person took 

and cast in his
garden; 

and it 
grew and

became a tree, 
and the

birds of heaven
made 

nests in its 
branches.

Q 13:18-19
What is 

the Dominion
of God like, 

and with what 
am I to 

compare it? It 
is like a seed 
of mustard, 

which a person 
took and threw 

into his 
garden. And it 

grew and 
became into a 
tree, and the 

birds of 
heaven made 

nests in its 
branches.


