Orx....--

Graak Mythology

the Text

NET Mark 10:46 They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples
and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus the son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the road. 47 When he
heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to shout, "Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!" 48 Many scolded him to get him
to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have merc
on me!" 49 Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called the
blind man and said to him, "Have courage! Get up! He is calling
you." 50 He threw off his cloak, jumped up, and came to Jesus. 51
Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" The|
blind man replied, "Rabbi, let me see again." 52 Jesus said to him,
"Go, your faith has healed you." Immediately he regained his sight
and followed him on the road.
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“Jesus, Son of David” is a rare title. It is a title that is used only twice in Mark and
twenty two times in the entire Bible. Even though Bartimaeus is blind, he has the
best sight.

The other two will present themselves in the pictures.

Enter Tiresi®

Chariclo was a goddess nymph, which came with all of its benefits. And, on top of that, she was also deeply loved by the
Goddess Athena. The two were inseparable. Wherever one would go, the other would follow. When Athena needed to make
a quick chariot journey to Coroneia or Haliartus, one could easily spot Chariclo standing beside her beloved Goddess. In fact,
Chariclo always lead any of the festivals held in Athena’s honor with singing and dancing befit for one so mighty. There were
10 two people on earth who loved each other more than these two women.

One day after a particularly hot romp through the forest they fell down laughing and panting by the side of a spring. It was
noontime and the sun’s harsh rays drove them to disrobe and cool off in the waters. Each woman tried to dunk or splash the
other one when the chance arose. But, even such fun can wear one out. They relaxed and began bathing and enjoying the
feel of the still water on their backs.

Chariclo's young son was also feeling the heady excitement of running through the forest. He and his dogs frisked about and
played back and forth uni s thist sowed thefr gae, His st began o gro and seem o cansume him, and o e sought
out the nearest reservoir of water to quench it with. He stumbled upon the same spring that Athena and his mother, Chariclo,
were bathing in, and he paid dearly for it

Athena jumped up when the ntruder entered the area and soreamed at him. “You have seen what s against the law and so
you must be punished” She stared at him and then ficked her wrst. His mother watched in horror as his eyes begari &

slouly take on a cloudy appearance. Soon ey iere almost whie, and then they turned completely he color of a Rbaster.
Chariclo ran to her son, sobbing as she left the spring, to try and hide him from the threatening Goddes:

Her son reached out awkardly with both his hands, bindly searching for his mother's comforting gras. Once Chariclo
realized what had happened to her boy, she began fo beg and plead wih Athena (o release her chil's vision. She
supplicated heraal bElore el Aheba A 1emndd P hat he wae o mers e, e wes hes Chid:

Athena glared at the pathetic pair and announced that Chariclo should be happy her son only lost his sight. Others who have
seen her thus disrobed have lost much more. Actaeon, who happened across the angry goddess bathing in another spring,
fost his fife. She reminded Chariclo that Actaeon’s mother would have celebrated Athena’s mercy had she only taken his
sight. And, so she should be grateful for her mercy and kindness.

Athena, seeing that these words of consolation were not having their desired effect, bowed her head and acquiesced. She
walkedup 10 the lte chilch and knelt down i front of i <o she Could speak to nim better. Teifesias, from 1ow o you il
not be able to see things in this world, but | will give you sight to see other and greater things. You will be able to see birds
and know their meaning, and to take augries ofall Kinds; People wilIook to you or help, and you wil be able to gve it
freely. You will become the most important seer in all of Grex

She patted the child on his head, nodded to his mother, and walked off back into the forest. Chariclo lead Teiresias off in the
opposite direction slowly so he would not trip over the brambles and roots. And so they parted, and so a great seer was born.

Whats the link? The link is that Tiresias became blind for knowing too much. But now that he is blind he can see better than
anyone else.

gnter OediP’®

Oedipus was the king of Thebes who gouged out his eyes once he learned too
much.
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| believe that there is direct relation to these stories of ancient Greece. | believe
that having these similarities make the story easier to remember for gentiles

The question | have is still, what does it mean to be blind?

13




