
Social-Historical Criticism Exercise NAME(S) ________________________________ 
 

Matthew 6:5-13  5 Καὶ ὅταν προσεύχησθε, οὐκ ἔσεσθε ὡς οἱ ὑποκριταί, ὅτι φιλοῦσιν ἐν ταῖς συναγωγαῖς 
καὶ ἐν ταῖς γωνίαις τῶν πλατειῶν ἑστῶτες προσεύχεσθαι, ὅπως φανῶσιν τοῖς ἀνθρώποις· ἀµὴν λέγω 
ὑµῖν, ἀπέχουσιν τὸν µισθὸν αὐτῶν.   
6 σὺ δὲ ὅταν προσεύχῃ, εἴσελθε εἰς τὸ ταµεῖόν σου καὶ κλείσας τὴν θύραν σου πρόσευξαι τῷ πατρί σου 
τῷ ἐν τῷ κρυπτῷ· καὶ ὁ πατήρ σου ὁ βλέπων ἐν τῷ κρυπτῷ ἀποδώσει σοι.   
7 Προσευχόµενοι δὲ µὴ βατταλογήσητε ὥσπερ οἱ ἐθνικοί, δοκοῦσιν γὰρ ὅτι ἐν τῇ πολυλογίᾳ αὐτῶν 
εἰσακουσθήσονται.   
8 µὴ οὖν ὁµοιωθῆτε αὐτοῖς· οἶδεν γὰρ ὁ πατὴρ ὑµῶν ὧν χρείαν ἔχετε πρὸ τοῦ ὑµᾶς αἰτῆσαι αὐτόν.   
9 οὕτως οὖν προσεύχεσθε ὑµεῖς·  
Πάτερ ἡµῶν ὁ ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς· ἁγιασθήτω τὸ ὄνοµά σου·   

10 ἐλθέτω ἡ βασιλεία σου· γενηθήτω τὸ θέληµά σου, ὡς ἐν οὐρανῷ καὶ ἐπὶ γῆς·   
11 τὸν ἄρτον ἡµῶν τὸν ἐπιούσιον δὸς ἡµῖν σήµερον·   
12 καὶ ἄφες ἡµῖν τὰ ὀφειλήµατα ἡµῶν, ὡς καὶ ἡµεῖς ἀφήκαµεν τοῖς ὀφειλέταις ἡµῶν·   
13 καὶ µὴ εἰσενέγκῃς ἡµᾶς εἰς πειρασµόν, ἀλλὰ ῥῦσαι ἡµᾶς ἀπὸ τοῦ πονηροῦ. 
 

1) What social institutions (religious, political, economic, kinship) are mentioned or assumed in this text? How 
would you describe Jesus in relationship to these institutions? 

 
 
 
 
2) What social roles or identities (religious, political, economic, kinship) are mentioned or assumed in this text? 

How would you describe Jesus in relationship to these roles? 
 
 
 
 
3) What sort of economic model do these words encourage? How does it compare with the prevailing economic 

realities of Jesus’ time? 
 
 
 
 
4) What issues of honor and shame are described in this text? 
 
 
 
 
5) To what sort of person in 1st century CE Palestine would these words be a threat? Be an encouragement? 
 
 
 
 
6) Summarize in one or two sentences how the kind of social reality is envisioned by these words compares to the 

social realities of 21st century USA. 


