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Many of these questions are gathered from observations in Powell's book, What Are They Saying about Acts?[footnoteRef:1] Behind every question is a position or contrasting positions claimed by scholars at some point in the history of reading Acts. [1:  Mark Allan Powell, What Are They Saying About Acts? (Paulist Press, 1991).] 


LUKE and ACTS
· Is there any reason to suspect that Luke and Acts are not by the same author? 
· What are the similarities / differences in perspective or theology between Luke and Acts? 
· Were Luke and Acts conceived of as two volumes of a single work from the outset? Or was Acts written as a follow-up to Luke in light of later changes and challenges?

PURPOSE
(and note the implications each has regarding a presumed primary audience for Acts)
· Irenic: Is Acts intended to reconcile Petrine and Pauline branches of Xnty and present an 'ideal' church?
· Polemical: Does Acts portray true Xnty over against Gnosticism? Or are certain forms of Jewish Xnty perceived to be the antagonists?
· Apologetic: Is Acts intended to defend and legitimate Xnty to the Roman Empire? To defend and validated the Xn Gentile mission to Jews (or Jewish Xns)? Is Xnty a religious entity that poses no threat to the political state?
· Pastoral: Is Acts' primary purpose to strengthen faith, offer guidance to Xns, and affirm the faithfulness of God in the midst of discouraging situations?
· Theological: Is Acts concerned to account for the delay of the parousia? To present a plan of salvation history (perhaps conceived as promise/fulfillment)?

ISRAEL and the HEBREW BIBLE
· What is the relationship between Israel and the 'church'? 
· Who are the people of God? How are they defined? 
· What is the relationship between the law of Moses and the teachings of Jesus? What is the relationship between the categories of Jewish, Gentile, pagan, and Christian? 
· How would the author categorize himself? 
· What is the place of Scripture in Luke's (Christian) understanding?

SALVATION and ATONEMENT
· What is salvation in Acts? What does salvation mean? 
· Who is (to be) saved? Who does the saving? How is it received/experienced? Who/what brings salvation? 
· What is Jesus' role in effecting salvation? How does Jesus' life, ministry, death, and resurrection pertain to salvation/atonement?

GOSPEL and THEOLOGY
· What is the 'Gospel' in Acts? 
· Does Acts demonstrate a "Theology of Glory" or a "Theology of the Cross"?
· Is Acts mainly a story of success or of God's faithfulness in the face of tragic failures?
· Does act envision a "salvation history"?

THE CHURCH
· How is the "church / εκκλησια" conceived? 
· Who has power? Who makes decisions? 
· What is the role of women? Are there specific roles for women?
· Are they identifiable 'offices'? 
· What are the key traits or values of the church? 
· Does Acts depic the development of an "early catholic" ecclesiastical system? How are apostles defined? Is there an 'apostolic succession'?
· Does leadership in Acts arise on the basis of function? Charisma? Prescribed standards?
· Is the church characterized by its ecclesiastical structure or its spiritual egalitarianism? 
· Why / how does the church grow? (Is the church or the "Word" that grows?)
· What is the function / role of suffering? Of miracles? Of faith? Of Satan?
· Is the point of Acts that the church is no threat to the state? Or is it that the state need not cause conflict with one's faith? Or is Acts an encouragement to Christians to give their first loyalty to Jesus?
· How does Acts envision the mission to the Gentiles?
· It replaces the mission to Israel
· It supplements the mission to Israel
· It completes the mission to Israel

ESCHATOLOGY and ECCLESIOLOGY
· Does Luke understand the parousia to be delayed? Imminent? A fulfilled hope and present reality? A future, observable, historical event? Both present and future?
· How does the perception of eschatology affect ecclesiology?

CHURCH PRACTICE
· Baptism: Is it a 'sacramental' action? What exactly does it do? Who is eligible for Baptism? How is Baptism related to Jesus' death and resurrection? To the Holy Spirit? To the church?
· Breaking of Bread: Does this refer to the Lord's Supper or just table fellowship? Is it a joyful celebration of Jesus' presence or a solemn memorial of his death? Is it part of a full meal? Where's the wine? When is it celebrated?
· Sharing Possessions: Did the early church practice a form of "Christian communism"? Is it an expectation in all other places and times in Acts? Is it an ideal or a real expectation?
ACTS and HISTORY
· How historically accurate is Acts? Is it historical in the sense of how historical accounts were written in the 1st century? 
· Do the "we" passages in Acts reflect Luke's actual presence? Use of a travel journal? Reflect a literary convention?
· In what history is Luke most interested? That of the early church he describes? Or that of the community for which he writes?
· What sources were available to Luke?
· How do we deal with the differences in historical matters between Acts and Paul's writings? Which one should receive precedence in reconstructing the history of the early church?
· Which of these views seems most accurate to you:
· Acts is basically consistent with Paul's letters
· Acts and Paul's letters each present one-sided perspectives, and both are needed for historical completeness
· Acts is unreliable and needs to be corrected by Paul's letters


