Scripture Catena in the Epistle of Barnabas
Barnabas 5.11-14
	The Son of God therefore came in the flesh with this view, that He might bring to a head the sum of their sins who had persecuted His prophets to the death. 12 For this purpose, then, He endured. For God saith, 

"The stroke of his flesh is from them;" and 

"when I shall smite the Shepherd, then the sheep of the flock shall be scattered." 

13 He himself willed thus to suffer, for it was necessary that He should suffer on the tree. For says he who prophesies regarding Him, 

"Spare my soul from the sword, 
fasten my flesh with nails;* 
for the assemblies of the wicked have risen up against me."

14 And again he says,

"Behold, I have given my back to scourges, and my cheeks to strokes, and I have set my countenance as a firm rock."
	NB: LXX #s
~ Zech 13.6?

Zech 13.7

Ps 21.21a
Ps 119.120a
Ps 21.17b
Isa 50.6-7


5:11 Οὐκοῦν ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ θεοῦ εἰς τοῦτο ἐν σαρκὶ ἦλθεν ἵνα τὸ τέλειον τῶν ἁμαρτημάτων ἀνακεφαλαιώσῃ τοῖς διώξασιν ἐν θανάτῳ τοὺς προφήτας αὐτοῦ 12  Οὐκοῦν εἰς τοῦτο ὑπέμεινεν Λέγει γὰρ ὁ θεὸς 
τὴν πληγὴν τῆς σαρκὸς αὐτοῦ ἐξ αὐτῶν 
Ὅταν πατάξωσιν τὸν ποιμένα αὐτῶν τότε ἀπολεῖται τὰ πρόβατα τῆς ποίμνης 
13  Αὐτὸς δὲ ἠθέλησεν οὕτως παθεῖν ἔδει γάρ ἵνα ἐπὶ ξύλου πάθῃ Λέγει γὰρ ὁ προφητεύων ἐπ᾽αὐτῷ 
Φεῖσαί μου τῆς ψυχῆς ἀπὸ ῥομφαίας καὶ 
καθήλωσόν μου τὰς σάρκας* 
ὅτι πονηρευομένων συναγωγὴ ἐπανέστησάν μοι
Καὶ πάλιν λέγει 
Ἰδού τέθεικά μου τὸν νῶτον εἰς μάστιγας καὶ τὰς σιαγόνας εἰς ῥαπίσματα τὸ δὲ πρόσωπόν μου ἔθηκα ὡς στερεὰν πέτραν
*Psalm 119.120 differs considerably in the MT and the LXX. Barnabas does quote the LXX accurately, but the MT reads:

My flesh trembles for fear of you, and I am afraid of your judgments.

סָמַ֣ר מִפַּחְדְּךָ֣ בְשָׂרִ֑י וּֽמִמִּשְׁפָּטֶ֥יךָ יָרֵֽאתִי׃   

What is remarkable here is that this appears to be a collection or chain (catena) of Scripture proof texts. Of particular interest is the strange way that Ps 22 is handled and that Ps 22.17c (~ “pierce my hands and feet”) is omitted. 

Compare this to the following text where Ps 22.17c is cited, but the Barnabas catena is repeated even though Ps 22.17b ends up getting cited twice!
Irenaeus, Proof of the Apostolic Preaching 79 (only preserved in Armenian) which reads:
	Concerning his cross, Isaias says as follows: ... 
[Isaiah 65:2 is quoted]... 
And also, more plainly, David says: “Hounds have encompassed me on all sides, 
the council of the malignant hath surrounded me; they have dug my hands and feet.”  
And again he says: “My heart is become like wax melting in the midst of my bowels; 
and they have scattered my bones.”  
And again he says: “Deliver my soul from the sword, 
and my flesh from the nailing; 
for the council of the malignant is risen up over me.”  
In this he clearly and plainly signifies his own crucifixion.
… text continues with citation of Ps 21.18ab with explication
	Ps 21.17abc

Ps 21.14c

~Ps 21.18a ?
Ps 21.21a

~Ps 119.120a

Ps 21.17b


