
References to ‘Servant’ Texts of Isaiah in the NT  

Isaiah 42.1-9; 49.1-6; 50.4-11; 52.13-53.12 
(not a complete list) 

 
Matthew 8:16-17   

16
 That evening they brought to him many who were possessed with demons; and he cast 

out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were sick.  
17

 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet Isaiah, "He took our infirmities and bore our diseases." [Isa 53.4] 

 

Matthew 12:18-21 ἰδοὺ ὁ παῖς μου ὃν ᾑρέτισα, ὁ ἀγαπητός μου εἰς ὃν εὐδόκησεν ἡ ψυχή μου· θήσω τὸ 
πνεῦμά μου ἐπ᾽αὐτόν, καὶ κρίσιν τοῖς ἔθνεσιν ἀπαγγελεῖ. 
"Here is my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit 

upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles…” [Isa 42.1-4] 

 

Mark: παῖς not used 

 

Luke: παῖς = child, boy, servant, servant Israel, servant David 

Luke 22:35-37   
35

 He said to them, "When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack 

anything?" They said, "No, not a thing."  
36

 He said to them, "But now, the one who has a purse must take it, 

and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one.  
37

 For I tell you, this 

scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was counted among the lawless'; and indeed what is written about me 

is being fulfilled." [Isa 53.12] 

 

 

(John: παῖς used only in 4.51) 

John 12:37-41   
37

 Although he had performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in him.  
38

 

This was to fulfill the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah: "Lord, who has believed our message, and to whom 

has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"  (Isa 53.1) 
39

 And so they could not believe, because Isaiah again said,  
40

 "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so that they might not look with their eyes, and 

understand with their heart and turn -- and I would heal them." (Isa 6.10)  
41

 Isaiah said this because
1 

he saw his 

glory and spoke about him. 

 
Acts: 3.13 glorified his servant Jesus // Isa 49.3,5,6; 52.13    A3.14: Isa 53.11; 49.7 

 3.26 God, having raised up his servant   

 4.27 in prayer: your holy servant Jesus whom you anointed (tied up with Ps 2) 

  Isa 42.1; 61.1      A4.28: Isa 53.10 

 
Acts 8:26-36  

26
 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south

1 
to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.)  
27

 So he got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 

had come to Jerusalem to worship  
28

 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah.  
29

 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it."  
30

 So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  
31

 He replied, "How can 

I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  
32

 Now the passage of the 

scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 

shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  
33

 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 

generation? For his life is taken away from the earth."  
34

 The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask 

you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?"  
35

 Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  
36

 As they were going along the 

road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?" 



Paul: never uses παις  
Romans 15:20-21   

20
 Thus I make it my ambition to proclaim the good news,

 
not where Christ has already 

been named, so that I do not build on someone else's foundation,  
21

 but as it is written, "Those who have never 

been told of him shall see, and those who have never heard of him shall understand." (Isa 52.15) 

 

Romans 10:16   
16

 But not all have obeyed the good news;
 
for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our 

message?" (Isa 53.1) 

 

 
1 Peter 2.18-25 

Οἱ οἰκέται ὑποτασσόμενοι ἐν παντὶ φόβῳ 
τοῖς δεσπόταις, οὐ μόνον τοῖς ἀγαθοῖς καὶ 
ἐπιεικέσιν ἀλλὰ καὶ τοῖς σκολιοῖς. 19 τοῦτο 
γὰρ χάρις εἰ διὰ συνείδησιν θεοῦ ὑποφέρει 
τις λύπας πάσχων ἀδίκως.  
20 ποῖον γὰρ κλέος εἰ ἁμαρτάνοντες καὶ 
κολαφιζόμενοι ὑπομενεῖτε; ἀλλ᾿ εἰ 
ἀγαθοποιοῦντες καὶ πάσχοντες 
ὑπομενεῖτε, τοῦτο χάρις παρὰ θεῷ.  

21 εἰς τοῦτο γὰρ ἐκλήθητε, ὅτι καὶ Χριστὸς 
ἔπαθεν ὑπὲρ ὑμῶν ὑμῖν ὑπολιμπάνων 
ὑπογραμμὸν ἵνα ἐπακολουθήσητε τοῖς 
ἴχνεσιν αὐτοῦ, 22 ὃς ἁμαρτίαν οὐκ ἐποίησεν 
οὐδὲ εὑρέθη δόλος ἐν τῷ στόματι αὐτοῦ,  

23 ὃς λοιδορούμενος οὐκ ἀντελοιδόρει, 
πάσχων οὐκ ἠπείλει, παρεδίδου δὲ τῷ 
κρίνοντι δικαίως·  
24 ὃς τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν αὐτὸς ἀνήνεγκεν 
ἐν τῷ σώματι αὐτοῦ ἐπὶ τὸ ξύλον, ἵνα ταῖς 
ἁμαρτίαις ἀπογενόμενοι τῇ δικαιοσύνῃ 
ζήσωμεν, οὗ τῷ μώλωπι ἰάθητε.  

25 ἦτε γὰρ ὡς πρόβατα πλανώμενοι, ἀλλὰ 
ἐπεστράφητε νῦν ἐπὶ τὸν ποιμένα καὶ 
ἐπίσκοπον τῶν ψυχῶν ὑμῶν. 

Slaves, accept the authority of your masters 

with all deference, not only those who are kind 

and gentle but also those who are harsh.
 19

 For 

it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you 

endure pain while suffering unjustly.
  

20
 If you endure when you are beaten for doing 

wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure 

when you do right and suffer for it, you have 

God's approval.
  

 

21
 For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you should follow in his steps.
 

22
 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was 

found in his mouth."
  

23
 When he was abused, he did not return 

abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 

but he entrusted himself to the one who judges 

justly.
  

24
 He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed.
  

25
 For you were going astray like sheep, but 

now you have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of your souls. 

 

 

Be sure to check Juel, Messianic Exegesis, pp. 121-124. 

 

The conclusion from the use of the Isaiah servant texts in the NT: One cannot get from ‘paidology’ abstracted 

from OT to Jesus. BUT, if one starts with the confession of Jesus as Messiah, searching the scriptures will get 

you to Jesus as the παῖς.  
 

 


